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We are campaigning for a Council that puts people before profit, protects workers and 
minorities, and challenges poverty, discrimination and injustice. We want to see a Council that 
takes seriously the dangers posed by Climate Change and Peak Oil, as well as other threats to the 
environment. 
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For three decades, the Green Party has led the way with policies to address critical challenges 
facing Britain: climate change and environmental degradation; the need to develop a sustainable 
economy that provides a decent life for all members of the community; and the need to improve 
democracy and accountability so that all members of society feel they have a say in its future. For 
the Staffordshire County Council in 2009, the Green Party offers to voters in Staffordshire this 
manifesto, which provides an integrated, package of measures, with the aim of providing a better 
life for all within a sustainable society. 
 
Across the country voters have already found out that the Green Party offers an attractive 
alternative to “politics as usual” - with more than 100 principal authority councillors in recent years 
making a real difference to peoples lives. 
 
This document starts with a stand-alone list of out top-ten priorities for the casual reader which is 
then followed by a section by section breakdown of how we, if elected, will transform Staffordshire 
for the better.  
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The Green Party has been transforming politics in t owns and cities 
across the UK. Green Councillors have saved post of fices, made streets 
safer, and are well known for working hard for loca l communities 
because they believe in putting the community first . 
 

1. A Green New Deal for Staffordshire! To tackle th e threat of 
unemployment . -  Staffordshire County Councils should use its massiv e 

purchasing power to promote sustainable communities  through the 

procurement of local contractors and services.   
2. Saving Jobs and services  – No to privatisation of Home Care services. 

No to PFI. No more financial gambling of our money!  No more short term 

savings but with long term increased costs and hard ships, especially for the 

cared-for. A Living wage for ALL council employees.  

3. Expanding properly funded Youth clubs and activities into every 

community and encouraging families and communities to work together. 

4. Fight Post Office closures  and seek to reopen closed Post Offices as 

Community Hubs. 

5. No to Incineration or co-incineration – it damages both health and the 

environment – We demand a zero waste strategy! 

6. Rail not Road  – Reopen rail lines and promote cleaner, safer travel  and 

movement of goods. Create local employment on the r ailways.  
7. Promote buses and an integrated travel provision  - free transport for 

Pensioners, people with a long term heath condition  or disability and under 

16’s. 

8. No to Academy schools, No to SATs  - Yes to well funded schools and 

parental choices.  

9. Work with other local authorities to provide Fre e Insulation  for all 

homes in Staffordshire – It’s been done by other lo cal authorities through 

Green Party pressure by making utility companies pa y. 
10. Democratise the planning process so that local communities can    

have a fair and proper say through independent faci litators.  
 

The forthcoming election is a chance for the people  of Staffordshire to 
pass judgement on their local Councillors – Are our  62 P/T SCC 

Councillors worth nearly £1m (figure for 2008-09) i n allowances and 
expenses?  

Don’t be taken for granted – VOTE GREEN!  
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Staffordshire County Council serves a population of around 800,000 people with vital services and 
as such is the biggest employer in Staffordshire with more than 30,000 staff.  
 
We believe in a council that is responsive to local needs, is accountable to local people and 
endeavours to provide high quality local services to those people.  
 

This means NO to the privatisation of our public services. 
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The Green Party will ensure that peoples health and the environment are placed at the heart the 
decision making and planning process. 
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We will avoid financial waste, which ultimately leads to service cuts and tax increases, wherever 
possible. That means NO to inflated PFI /PPP projects where tax payers underwrite the profits of 
bankers and corporations. 
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We believe the council should invest OUR money ethically and sensibly. This means we will not 
only avoid investing in unethical activities like the arms trade, but also  avoid unsound banking 
investments such as those that lead to many UK councils being caught up in the ‘Ice save’ fiasco 
(collapse of Icelandic Banks holding UK local Govt deposits). 
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The 62 Part Time Councillors on Staffordshire County Council cost us nearly £1m (figure for 2008-
09) in allowances and expenses. The Green Party will examine and review the current levels of 
allowances & expenses. 
 
Individual councillors have a travel allowance for car usage. We will bring this in line with charities 
at 40p per mile and encourage the use of public transport. Warwickshire has saved £500,000 by 
reducing the 50p per mile allowance to 40p for councillors travel.  
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We believe that the best governments are those that are closest to the people and are able to respond 
to their needs. We therefore support the establishment of town councils, giving the people the 
chance to take back power and control over their lives. 
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The County Council is well placed to work with business and other agencies to try and improve 
ensure the county’s economic future. 
 
The Green Parry opposes the ‘Boom & Bust’ economics of the mainstream parties and will 
work for a sustainable economy providing jobs and opportunity for ALL not just a few 
bankers! 
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The Green Party is calling for a ‘Green New Deal’ to tackle the recession, create jobs and address 
climate change through the investment in green technologies, businesses and infrastructure, 
something that the council should take a leading role in. 
 

�  New Jobs for a changing environment insulating homes, installing solar power, etc 
�  Creating local community banks under public control helping individuals and small 

businesses. 
�  Saving money by saving energy and sourcing goods and services locally. 
�  Help with training. 

 
The Local Government Association has echoed this call and estimates that thousands of ‘green 
jobs’ could be created by such a policy. 
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The key to a sustainable local economy is to keep money and skills in the area, for example by 
supporting LETS, time banks and credit unions. These practices are vital at the moment, under the 
‘credit crunch’ and deepening recession. 
�
��-�"����'����������'������"�	
#��
�

 
The authority is the biggest employer in Staffordshire with more than 30,000 
staff. These range from teachers and engineers to scientists and social workers. 
The Green Party would assure all council staff and contractors a living wage 
(Oxford GP have ensured all council staff are paid a living wage much higher 

than the minimum wage). As 80% of a public employee’s salary is reinvested in the local economy, 
this is a practical form of “inward investment”. 
 
SCC has one of the highest paid council bosses in the country, earning an annual salary of £192,000, 
while council workers struggle on low pay and the council cuts services. The Green Party will be 
looking at these discrepancies in wage differences with a view to creating a fairer pay structure. 
 
��	
�������	�
 
Promote Post Offices and their role in supporting local communities. 
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We will build community benefit and social clauses into all our procurement contracts, so as to use 
our influence to reduce unemployment and provide good quality, well-paid local jobs. 
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The county council is responsible for 3,000 miles of roads and their maintenance. This work 
includes coordinating the operations of other services, such as water and gas organisations, that may 
disrupt the road networks. 
 
We believe in an integrated transport system that is quick, reliable and accessible to ALL. 
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We want an integrated transport system in order to ensure there is 
a reliable and convenient service for everybody’s needs. This 
means delivering on the provision of more buses and routes 
especially in rural areas thereby overcoming transport poverty and 
isolation. 
 

�   More Rural routes 
�  Cheaper Fairs. 

 
£1 Max Fair Bus Zones.  We would seek funding from central government for flagship schemes to 
implement £1 maximum bus fair zones within Staffordshire. 
 
Access for All. All buses should provide adequate facilities for people with disabilities, bikes, 
prams and shopping/luggage as in other countries. 
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Funding for cycling and walking routes should be made a priority. With secure 
bike facilities integrated with rail and bus transport. 
 

�
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����	�
 
With increased speed come increased road deaths, pollution and wear on road surfaces, the Green 
Party will campaign to introduce a 20mph speed limit across all residential roads (as Greens have 
delivered in Norwich and Leicester). These limits have proven to save lives whilst also significantly 
reducing road maintenance costs and pollution. 
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Heavy goods vehicles are causing increasing amounts of road surface, pavement and verge damage, 
a problem greatly exacerbated by the use of satellite navigation. The Green Party will campaign for 
a full road – weight assessment for the county’s roads, both urban and rural . When completed, a 
proportion of the roads will be assigned as suitable for HGVs with the remainder, including the vast 
majority of residential roads, being restricted to private and light goods, and permit holding HGV 
access only. 
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Whilst there are examples of good and effective work by the Highways Department, there seems to 
be considerable dubious expenditure. It is clear that in some areas of the County there is too 
frequent tinkering and petty alterations to the roads. For example, apart from endless new signage 
appearing on the highways, there seems to be an obsession with unnecessary re-drawing of carriage 
-way lanes, too frequent re-painting of "white lines" and altering the nature of kerbsides and central 
reservations. 
 
"It seems almost as if they are getting the money first then working out where to spend it." John 
Gale (Staffs Transport Action Group) 
  
 The Green Party would call for an enquiry into the Highways Department budget. Are some areas 
of the County being neglected?  Is money, simply, being used wastefully because of poor 
prioritisation?  
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Support for the use of rail network and waterways for the transport of goods reducing traffic chaos 
and carbon emissions. 
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The county council is responsible for education in Staffordshire including for approx. 400 schools 
and 45 libraries. 
 
We believe that education maybe the most important activity that we entrust to the Council 
because our children are the future. NO child should be left behind or given a second class 
education. 
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We should look at the cost of funding universal free school dinners, which are 
not means tested, for all school children. With the current free school meals, 
daily portions of health and nutritious food are not guaranteed. Something 
which is critical not just to academic success but your child’s future health. 

This is something Greens have done in Brighton. 
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Staffordshire schools are under-funded. We will campaign for the funding they 
deserve.�
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We oppose academy schools, as they take power away from the community and hand it to 
privileged private companies and individuals, who are not accountable to parents or teachers.  These 
schools will not bring anymore funding with them and would be a drain on already unfunded 
schools. 
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We will review and reform the “three mile rule” for free bus transport for school children. 
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National funding priorities for adult learning should be reviewed, as the cost to the adult student has 
increased. This poses a particular problem at a time when so many people need to re-skill. 
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Staffs Green Party recognises that the ‘creative’ industries sector is growing significantly in the UK, 
and as we move towards a sustainable society we anticipate an increased role for artists and 
craftspeople. 
 
The Staffordshire Green party will support the development of three creative enterprise 
centres in the county.  
   
We will modify licensing regulations to ensure that small scale live performances in pubs, clubs and 
similar venues are not stifled.  
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Libraries and museums are vital to the life of our local communities and we will fight to keep them 
open. We will also ensure that the major libraries in the county should contain separate quiet areas 
for study and contemplation 
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We wish to see our young people active in our community with a sense of civic pride. We would 
employee ‘youth workers’ to actively engage with and support youngsters. 
 

�  Youth and Community Centres in your area 
�  More activities for young people, organised and chosen by young people. 
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The Green Party believes that Staffordshire County Council should take an active role in 
bringing disused buildings back into use for benefit of the community. 
 

!#�
&�.�������	�
 
We would like to see the county council facilitating the use of empty and derelict buildings for local 
trade and enterprise centres, creating and securing jobs. There are existing examples of local 
authorities making better use of empty spaces. 
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The county council owns a number of residential properties, bought by 
compulsory purchase, many of which are sat empty and “rotting”, (the 
Castletown situation in Stafford is a prime example). How many other homes 
are there in the county like this? We would see these houses inhabited by local 

people in housing need, allocated via local housing cooperatives. 
 
At a time when the area is lacking affordable housing, 
accommodation is simply being demolished rather than made 
available to the community. Here Mike is pictured with the Green 
Party candidate for the European Parliament, Felicity Norman, 
outside some empty properties, at the Baswich Police HQ in 
Stafford, that we feel could be housing people and redeveloped for 
the good of the community. 
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The Green Party believes that Staffordshire County Council should take an active lead in 
tackling both climate change and the ‘peak oil’ energy crisis. 
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The county council will commit to using renewable energy where possible, and 
work towards reducing overall energy usage through insulation, better design, 
etc. We will also promote the use of renewable energy in all commercial and 
domestic activities across Staffordshire. 
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Staffordshire County Council is responsible for street lighting. Currently, more than £150 million is 
being spent on new street lighting. The Green Party would introduce a system in which unnecessary 
lights are turned off after midnight. A similar scheme introduced in Essex is saving 10,000 tonnes 
of carbon and £1m per year.  
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The money saved through the above lighting scheme would be invested in free 
insulation for all and support for renewable energy through low cost loans for 
private householders. (Kirklees has done this). 
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“Britain is the dustbin of Europe with more rubbish being thrown into landfill than any other 
country on the continent.” Local Government Association. 

 
Staffordshire County Council is the primary authority for waste management. A large proportion of 
domestic waste administration is devolved to district councils but it operates 13 household waste 
recycling sites and now plans to build a ‘super-incinerator’ in South Staffordshire. 
 
The Green Party believe that the council should take the lead in Reducing, Reusing and 
Recycling waste. 
 
5����/�	
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Zero waste is the next logical step beyond the short-term goals established for 
recycling. Instead of managing waste, zero waste is about managing resources 
better, thus eliminating costly waste. We will develop a ‘Zero Waste’ strategy 
for SCC (as other councils have done) and use the council’s influence to 
promote this in all commercial and domestic activities across Staffordshire. 
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Instead of reducing waste and increasing the councils recycling rate the current 
administration is planning to build a massive a 300K tonnes 'super-incinerator' at 
‘Four Ashes’ in South Staffordshire which will import waste from across the west 
Midlands.  
 

 
This is a good example of how Labour and Tory short-sightedness will create long-term 
problems. Not only will the scheme contribute to global warming, it will also be a massive 
drain on the council’s finances. 
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We will strongly support a sustainable local agricultural industry to produce fibres, food, fuel and 
other natural resources for the people of Staffordshire. 
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The Staffordshire Green Parties will endeavour to protect, 
maintain and enhance the natural biological and landscape 
heritage within our county. We acknowledge that almost 
every human activity has a detrimental effect upon wildlife, 
but wherever and whenever possible the Staffordshire 
Green Parties will attempt to minimise the deleterious 
effects on the natural world due to activities undertaken by 
Staffs CC.  

Photo by Koen De Rijck (CC) 

 
In addition to this we will work towards increasing the area available to wildlife by: 
 
(a) encouraging our tenant farmers to use sustainable techniques, such as “organic” agriculture and 
become involved in agri-environment schemes such as the Environmental Stewardship Scheme,  
 
(b) reducing the number of formal gardens and increasing wildlife friendly areas on council 
properties (e.g. wildflower meadows); increasing areas of rough grassland and dead wood; 
managing wetland areas for wildlife,  
 
(c) increasing the number of street trees within our towns: and where possible installing 
green/living (covered in vegetation)  roofs and walls, which also act as very effective energy saving 
insulation, on County Council premises.  
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Staffordshire is a mainly rural county with a long standing association with agriculture. 
 
The tenanted farms are vital as they enable new entrants into farming a foothold into the business 
that would otherwise be more difficult to access. They also give an opportunity for local people 
who want to embark on a career in farming, to stay within Staffordshire; and who in turn will 
become replacements for older farmers who want to retire. 
 
The current administration at Staffs CC regrettably decided to sell off some of the tenanted 
premises for short term financial gain. We intend to ensure, in the future, that all existing Staffs CC 
tenanted farms are preserved.  
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The Green Party will promote the planting of flower-rich (e.g. sunflowers, poppies, corn marigolds) 
on council grounds where possible to improve habitats for rare birds, mammals and insects, while 
enhancing the environment of Staffordshire. Road-side verges are also an overlooked opportunity 
for environmental enhancement where appropriate. 
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It is in the care sector that a society’s values are most clearly demonstrated and it is for this 
reason we feel it is essential that Staffordshire care facilities need a thorough review to ensure 
the most vulnerable in our society get the standard of care they deserve. 
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Children’s homes catering for small numbers of children should be provided by the 
public sector, run by highly qualified, supported and well paid staff. These should 
provide therapeutic and ‘normalising’ care, enabling children to reach their potential 
and become fully participating members of society.  
�
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Green Party policies seek to address the reasons behind the increasing numbers of people being 
treated for stress and depression, as well as to ensure better levels of care when treatment is 
necessary. 
 
The Green Party in Staffordshire will ensure that staff working with people who have severe and 
chronic mental illness are fully trained and remunerated. This will ensure the retention of staff and 
reduce the damaging need to employ a changing procession of temporary ‘agency’ staff.  
 
The Green Party will build on initiatives like Staffordshire's Wellbeing Partnership and 
improve the provision of mental health services across the county. 
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Staffordshire Green Party would always seek to ensure an emphasis is placed on enabling and 
empowering people to make choices about their lives. Skills training for jobs or independent living 
will be provided.  
 
Some disabled people need support to manage their own care packages. Each local authority will 
fund independent living services to provide advice, advocacy, and support to help people manage 
their care packages.  
 
Funding of individual care packages should be provided through a number of mechanisms such as 
direct payments, trusts, or third party schemes, all permitted under the NHS and Community Care 
Act and Community Care (Direct Payments) Act.  
 
�����	   
 
The Green Party in Staffordshire recognises that where social welfare support is provided year-
round by family members or friends exclusively, there might arise a need for respite from these 
duties. Such breaks are vital in that they ensure carers get the time we all need to rest from work. 
The local Green Party recognises that breaks from caring work enable carers to go on caring.  
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The Green Party in Staffordshire will support existing respite centres and will fund the replacement 
of respite care centres where they are needed. The short-term capital investment will be off-set in 
the long term by fewer family breakdowns and fewer admissions to permanent institutions.  
 
Staffordshire Green Party will initiate a “carer’s passport”, which will entitle you to free 
access at all the facilities run by the county council as well as major discounts on "green" 
goods and services in Staffordshire.  
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We believe that the core principals of equality and diversity must be at the heart of the 
council’s social policy.  
 
����	#�  �  
 

Ageism is rife in our society, in which everything seems to be provided by and for a 
narrow age band of people. Many industries and companies are not interested in 
employing older people, despite their knowledge, stability and reliability, while the 
young are denied the opportunity to demonstrate what they can do. 
 

 The Green Party in Staffordshire will ensure that the county council becomes an Age Aware 
Employer- the first in Staffordshire.  
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